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aan of MASSACHUSETTS. 
IN SENATE, May 25, 1785. 


RDERED, That Moſes Gill, William Phil. 

lips, and Charles Turner, Eſquires, be a Com- 
mittee ta wait on the. Reverend Mr. William Symmes, 
and Aank him, in the name of the Senate, for the 
SERMON preached by him this day, before his Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor, the Honourable the Council, 
and the two branches of the General Court; and alſo to 


requeſt of him a copy for the preſs. 
A true copy. 
Atteſt, 
SAM VEL AD A Ms, Prefident. 
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I. CHRONICLES, XXVII. 8. 


Now therefore, in the fight of all Iſrael, the con- 
gregation of the Lord, and in the audience of 
our God, keep and ſeek for all the commandments 
of the Lord your God ; that ye may poſſeſs this 
good land, and leave it for an inheritance for 
your children after you forever. s 


T has generally been obſerved by hiſtorians * 
of the beſt hearts and information, that the riſe 
and growth, the decay and fall of States and 
Empires, have correſponded in a great meaſure to 
their virtues and vices. Theſe have been deſerved- 
ly conſidered as the great hinges on which the fates 


of nations turn. If in every inſtance their advance- 


ment to ſplendor and power is not to be aſcribed 
to the influence of moral principles, degenera 


down their banks, and lay them open to ſuch an 
inundation of miſeries, as have at laſt overwhelmed 
them in ruin. 

To prevent fo fad a cataſtrophe, and enſure their 
civil happineſs, the Ruler of nations and Father of 
men, required his ancient favorite people to employ 

* N themſelves 


E 


themſelves in that holy ſervice, to which they wers 


bound by his laws, and their own conſent. 


Trz1s kings were expreſsly required to write a 
copy of the law, which was to form their private 
character, and be the rule of their adminiſtration. 


Nor was there any other teſt whereby abuſes in 


overnment could be rectified, or the faith of the 
church and worſhip of God reſtored to their pri- 
mitive purity. | | 

 ACccoRDINGLY David, who was by divine com- 
miſſion a ruler and a prophet, and by principle a 
devout patriot, having ſubdued the enemies of the 


State, and eſtabliſhed the regular courſe of juſtice, . 


near the cloſe of his life preſcribes, in the paſſage 
before us, the only means whereby a profeſling peo- 
ple can ſecure the continued fayour of Heaven, and 


dom and happineſs, 


INVEST ED with the ſupreme authority in the 
State, he aſſembled the princes and beads of the 
twelve tribes at Jeruſalem. Conſtrained by the ſo- 
cial affections of a good and great mind, and ar- 
dently withing the proſperity of the people com- 
mitted to his carc, he in.the moſt ſolemn manner 
impreſſes the charges of God upon them. 
„ALL Iſrael, the congregation of the Lord,” 
are ſuppoſed to be preſent by their repreſentatives, 
in whom they had repoſed an honorable truſt. A 


_ conſequently their own and their childrens free- 


faithful diſcharge of the proper duty of their ſtation 


obliged them to deny themſelves for the general 
good, and.uſe their utmoſt efforts to promote the 
intereſt and increaſe the happineſs of their brethren, 


A STRANGER to the inſolence of little minds in 
an elevated ſtation, the Jewiſh monarch addreſſes 


the aſſembly of the elders in the Jgft endearing * 
F + FM — 5 Ot. 
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of brethren ; gives them a ſketch of his own hiſ- 
tory, and points out his ſucceſſor by name, who 
ſhould perform that pious ſervice which be himſelf 
had deſigned, and would gladly have executed, 
had he not been denied that honor. : 
SoLrcirous to ſupport the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racer given him by the unerring fudge of real 
worth, he reminds the“ aflembly of the mighty“ 
of the peculiar preſence of the Deity; gives him 
the attractive title of the Lord our God,” which 
imports parental affeQion, and covenant privileges: 
And then fixes their attention to the main point, 
endeavouring to perſuade them to * keep and ſeek. 
for all the commandments of the Lord their God.“ 


THE1Rr punctual obedience is rennen for their 
own ſake, but principally as a 


could take to ſecure to the preſent, and tranſmit. 
do future generations, the poſſeſſion of that good 
land, and a fair inheritance of civil and religious 
privileges. pry +12 Chih 

I ſome inſtances there is a ſimilarity of circum- 
ſtances betwixt the ancient congregation of the 
Lord and us. Were they a people nigh unto God 


ſince their rejection we have been taken into a like 


vifible relation to him? Were their long and ar- 

duous conteſts. for freedom happily terminated? 

our redemption from the Fas 5p of, the enemy is 
completed by the eſtabliſhment of peace in our 
borders.” Did their civil conſtitution ſecure the 
rights and privileges of the people, ours is like to, 
theirs before they treſpaſſed in aſking a king? 


Our religious advantages are greatly ſuperior, and 


our land is perhaps as good and fertile as theirs, 
were 1t equally cultivated. And the late revolution 
7 a in 


t and probable! . 
means of diffuſing a ſimilar ſpirit of piety and virtue 
among the people; and as the only courſe they 
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in America, tho' not effected by the wonder- work. 
ing rod of a Moſes, was accompliſhed in the courſe 
o the divine adminiſtration under the auſpices of a 
leader, great and good next to him: And in a man- 
ner which carries evident marks, and ſignatures of 
his hand, who © changes the times and the ſeaſons, 


who removeth kings and ſetteth up kings,” and 


poſſeſſes all perfections in their higheſt exaltation. 
Tuus circumſtanced :— Ar | 
Tux advice given in the text to the rulers and 
ople of Iſrael, is as ſuitable and proper for us as 
it was for them. We have as much to gain by 
complying with it, and as much to loſe by flight- 
ing and neglecting it. LI 
THAT the following diſcourſe may coincide with 
it, and in ſome degree be adapted to our circum- 
ſtances, and the occaſion of the preſent ſolemnity: 


Tur nature and extent of the charge in its 2 
mary reference to the rulers of a people, firſt offers 
itſelf to conſideration. | WY 

Any then ſecondly, . 

. Taz natural and moral tendency of a general 


4 
oy 


ſubjection or diſobedience to the divine govern- 


ment. 1 | 5 
Tux firſt object of our conſideration and im- 
provement is the nature and extent of this all- im- 
portant duty, of keeping and ſecking for all the 
commandments of the Lord our God,” more eſ- 
pecially as it concerns the rulers of a people. 
Sven are the perfections of the ever-bleſſed God, 
that he will not, he cannot injoin any thing un- 
ſuitable to the nature and powers of his creatures. 
Such is his ſupreme commanding authority, that 
in whatever way and degree 125 will is made 
n een 


„ 1 


known to men, either by reaſon or revelation, 
from that moment they are laid under indiſpenſible 
obligations to obedience. Nor can they refuſe their 
immediate compliance, or neglect to regulate all 
their conduct by the laws of Heaven, without in- 
jury to themſelves, and injuſtice to their maker. 

_ rulers (to ſay the leaſt) are equally bound 
with the -loweſt order of their confederate fellow- 
citizens. s þ 5% | 
TE weightier matters of the law, are not a 
few. Thy commandment,” faith the inſpired 
Plalmiſt,' is exceeding broad.” —So extenſive as 
to reach every man, and dire& his behaviour at all 
times, and in every ſtation and condition in life. 
So equitable as to require improvement in propor- 
tion as men are diſtinguiſhed by power, wealth, or 
other advantages for doing good. 


WIA a wide extended field of ſervice is here 
opened before the truſtees of the Commonwealth ? 
As the offices they ſuſtain are by divine deſignation, 
and it is in the power of their hands to abound in 
God's ſervice; they are under additional obligations 
to * Keep and ſeek for all his commandments.“ 
Their talents for improvement are many, and that 
injunction of the Lord of chriſtians, * occupy till I 
come“ merits their particular regard. An upright 
punctual diſcharge of the duties of their ſtation 
demands their time and utmoſt efforts, their aſſi- 
duous perſevering attention.— 


SexxING implies poſitive induſtrious exertions 
in the uſe of all proper means, to obtain the end 
propoſed. If he that runs may read thoſe diving 
precepts that regulate the common actions of life; 
we may not from hence conclude that thoſe who 
move in a higher ſphere can obtain all needed in- 

formation at ſo cheap a rate. Many caſes may 
—S 


OCCUT 


— 


D — Ag — 
— MA 
» 
** 4 


: —— — — — — 
— ——— 79 II I gy ng —hπ⏑—. . „r 


7 
— 


9 oc 


** — — — roag arti 
Ku RE Ar 


r 


ge” „„ 


. 


occur, in which a virtuous ruler may not eaſily 


diſcern the path of duty and ſafety. To remain 


heedleſſly ignorant, is inexcuſable. To act while 


his mind is in ſuſpence, is inconſiſtent with his cha- 


racter. What other courſe then can he take, but 
to ſeek for more light, and purſue that line of 


conduct which has had the ſanction of his reaſon, 
conſcience, and the revealed law of God. The 


cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched out,“ ſaid an 
eminently worthy and beneficent magiſtrate in an- 
cient times. | LE 


Tig maxim * that public affairs cannot be tranſ- 
acted without corruption and iniquity” however 
zealoully abetted by mercenary courtiers, or what- 


ever reputation it may have acquired by cuſtomary 
practice in regal governments; its aſpect on a re- 
publican form is very unpropitious. Experience 
evinces that monarchies may flouriſh in ſome degree 
for a time, tho” probity be not the favourite virtue 
of thoſe in power: But the very exiſtence of free 
republican States depends upon the reign of juſtice, 
This comprehenſive virtue is, in a manner, “ all in 
all.” Nothing can atone for the want of it in the 
legiſlative, judicial, and executive departments. 
The prophet deſcribing the humiliating, unſafe, and 
eyen wretched ſituation of the Commonwealth of 


Ifrael at a particular period, does it in this exprel- . 


ſive language : © Juſtice ſtandeth afar off, truth is 


fallen in the ſtreet, and equity cannot enter.“ — 


Bur what faith the ſcripture of civil government ? 
One apoſtle faith, it is the © ordinance of man“ 
another ſaith, it is the © ordinance of God.“ There 
is a ſenſe no doubt in which the latter poſition is 
as true as the former, And if civil government be 
in any ſenſe the ordinance of God, "and the laws of 
virtue, which are the laws of God,” are not to in- 


I .  "terfere - 


* 


terfere in the adminiſtration of it: Is not this quite 


what has been ironically termed, * a divine right 
of governing wrong \P . 
A ſubmiſſive reſpect paid to all God's command- 


ments, at the ſame time that it raiſes a ruler above 


the purſuits of injuſtice, and a faulty ambition, is 
perfectly conſiſtent with the greateſt degrees of 
political wiſdom that are ſubſervient to the honor, 


preſervation and ſupport of ſociety. 


Ir is not in an immediate way that the Governor 


of the world uſually diſpenſes good or evil to com- 


munities or individuals. He employs means and 
inſtruments in accompliſhing the purpoſes of his 
PO Genet, and the deſigns of his grace. It is by 

elping men, by improving and heightening their 
faculties, aſſiſting and invigorating their endeavors; 
that he prepares them to receive, and beſtows upon 
them temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings. Nor does 
he in this way of conferring his favours “ give his 
glory to another.“ For all the natural and gracious 
endowments of men are equally his free gitts, are 


derived from the fame ſource, and applied by his 
unerring direction to effect the deſigns of his wiſe 


and univerſal government. * It is the ſame God 


Who worketh all in all.” 


Is conferring favor on a people, eſpecially in 
effecting any great revolution, he employs the fit- 
teſt inſtruments, and raiſes up men of piety and 
public ſpirit, of prudence, penetration and for- 


titude, to do great things, and if neceſſary, to ſuffer 


gloriouſly. Perſons poſſeſſed of ſuch qualities, are 
moſt likely to render eſſential ſervice to their 
country. The Jews never had a better king than 


David, to whoſe honor it is recorded, © that he fed 


them according to the integrity of his heart, and 
guided them with the ſkilfulneſs of his hands.” 
| THE 


E 


Tux annals of other nations furniſh examples of 


men inveſted with the moſt important offices, who, 
diſdaining every mean illuſory artifice, were very 
ſucceſsful in tranſacting the affairs of the public. 
Slight advantages may be ſome times gained by 
perſidy and deceit : But no acquiſitions of power 
or property will counterbalance the loſs of honor. 
In every mode of government, eſpecially in a re- 
public; the reputation of being juſt and faithful to 
its engagements, is of the laſt importance. 
Ins1DIous politics are the proper element of looſe 
unprincipled minds, engroſſed by private ſelfiſh 
views---How often has the pretence of myſteries in 
government ſerved for a cloak of unrighteouſneſs? 
Whereas the art of governing well requires a 
facred regard to truth and equity: And in ſome 
exigencies, a profound judgment and ſagacity to 
take the beſt expedients. | 
PRUDENOE and caution conſtitute another trait 


in a ruler's character, of the utmoſt importance in 
our preſent circumſtances. In © keeping and ſeek- 


ing for all the commandments of God,“ and know- 
ing that “a kingdom divided againſt itſelf cannot 


ſtand 3” he will follow after the things which 


make for peace. Whilſt the war continued, many 
things concurred to unite theſe States in their com- 
mon defence, to ſtrengthen the confederacy, and 
hold them together, to the great diſappointment 
of their enemies. 'They have now, as it were, entered 
0 new ſtage of exiſtence. If they are not ſum- 
mo 


ned to unite for protection againſt a foreign 
enemy, the union can be continued and cemented 
only by friendly hearts, paciſic counſels, and con- 


ciliatory meaſures. The advice Joſeph gave to his 
brethren is good at this time, and claims the par- 


{ticular attention of thoſe who are at the head of 
: | | Our 
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as may be, of every individual) it is fit and proper 


0 3 


eur affairs: See that ye fall not out by the way.“ 
Happy for us if rulers ſupreme and ſubordinate, 
are directed and inſtructed by the maxims of pru« 
dence and diſcretion, © in the things of our 
peace.” 5 F 

Tux light of nature condemns ſuch a confidence 
in God, as hinders the wiſe and induſtrious uſe of 
means for ſafety. At the ſame time, the ſucceſs of 
the moſt oppoſite means, and beſt concerted mea- 
ſures, always ſuppoſes the divine concurrence. ' Had 
not the God of peace and love been with us” hither- 
to, and bleſſed us, our mouths had not now been 
filled © with ſongs of deliverance.” He has till all 
times and hearts in his hand, and can ſo influence 
our public counſels, as toſtrengthen and perpetuate 
the union: Even as he bowed the hearts of all 
the men of Judah to David, as the heart of one 
man.“ : 

As in a good conſtitution of government there 
is no abſolute power but that of the laws; a rever- 
ential regard to the divine prefence and approbation 
will have an happy influence in making and execut- 
ing ſuch as are wiſe and ſalutary. The Father of 
the univerſe has not impoſed his laws upon men 
merely as teſts of obedience ; but as leſſons to pre- 
vent their ruin, and teach them how to be happy. 
A mode], which eternizes the benignity of thoſe 
human laws which are ſuggeſted by preventive 
wiſdom ; a ſtandard of benevolence, from which 
ſubordinate legiſlators ſhould never deviate. Acting 
in character as the < miniſters of God for good to 
men,” they will ever eſteem it more eligible to 
prevent crimes, than to puniſh them. 


Ir being the ſole end of government to ſecure 
the civil happineſs of the community, (and, as far 


that 
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that the laws by which men ſubmit to be governed, 
ſhould be as few, clear, and eaſy in their application 
as poſſible, For laws themſelves, when ncedleffly 
multiplied, become a vexatious and intolerable 
burden. 3 5 

IT Ex laws of Heaven, being a tranſcript of perfect 
rectitude and benignity, no objection can weigh 
againſt their being executed. In like manner hu- 
man laws ought ever to be ſo mild and equitable 
as to intereſt the community in their punctual 
execution, and in no inſtance fail of being enforced. 
Either“ (ſays a writer) never attempt any thing, 


or go through with it, is an excellent maxim, and 


no where more rationally applied than in the mat- 
ter of legiſlation.” It is neceſſary to civil happineſs 
that government be mala and reſpected. But 
will this be the caſe, it good laws are evaded with 


impunity ? What has a greater tendency to weaken 


the authority of a ſtate, than to continue laws in 
being which the powers that be,“ cannot, or care 


not to execute? Every ſincere friend and lover of 


his country, muſt wiſh to ſee the dignity of the 


Legiſlature preſerved; and confequently regret. 


every inſtance, in which it is diſparaged by the 
contempt that is caſt upon its inſtitutions. If the 


_ occaſion allowed me to mention one inſtance only, 


it ſhould be the law that relates to grammar. ſchools. 
It having been of ſo long ſtanding, the preſumption 


is, that it is a good one. Should it not then be 


carried into execution, according to its full mean- 


ing and extent? 


Tris Commonwealth is favored with divefs 
valuable literary inſtitutions, which owe their ex- 
iſtance and endowments to the well directed liber- 


ality of particular patriotic members of ſociety. - 
A charity recommended by this circumſtance, that 


the 
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the community reaps the benefit of it whilſt the 
| donors are living. But theſe inſtitutions were 
never deligned to interfere with the law above- 
mentioned, or to prevent general education : Much 
leſs to vic with the Univerſity in the neighborhood, 
to which we look up for that degree of literature, 
that is requiſite to complete an education for the 
learned profeſſions. May all that love and ſeek 
its proſperity, proſper. . _ 55 53 
Wx have had a long and arduous conteſt for 
freedom and independence; and the mercies of 
our God have been upon us according as we hoped” 
in him,” He hath faid in his never-failing provi- 
dence, * let there be light.” He ſpake, and it is 
done. A day of the gladneſs of our hearts has 
ſucceeded a long and dark night of affliction. But 
what would have been our preſent ſituation, had 
not light and knowledge been ſpread among the 
people? Would our“ Souls have made their boaſt 
in the Lord,” this day, for unexampled privileges, 
had he not been on our ſide, not only controuling 
the councils of men, and the events of war, but 
by the goſpel and general education, diffuling a cul- 
tivated patriotic ſpirit, fatal to the evil genius of 
deſpotiſm? Wil “ wiſdom and knowledge be the 
ſtability of future times, and ſtrength of ſalvation,” 
if the minds of children and youth are neglected ? 
efpecially if they are nat taught to eſteem “ the 
fear of the Lord their beſt treaſure,” It is true in 
2 political as well as religious ſenſe, that fools 
die for want of wiſdom.“ | 


OTHER nations have been chiefly concerned to 
cheriſh lucrative and commercial arts: Perhaps the 
ſingular honer is reſerved for America, of making 
it the principal object of her attention to improve 
human nature, and produce the greateſt degree of 
moral worth. | THE 
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Taz fathers of the people, bound by the ties of 
nature, religion, and intereſt, cannot be indiffer- 
ent to any thing that has a tendency to ſtrengthen 
and improve their morals. However oppoſite 
men's ſentiments are reſpecting the interpoſition 
of civil authority in matters of religion ; one thing 
is clear, that a conſtitution of government, that 
bids fair to be durable, muſt make proviſion for 
curbing the luſts, and bounding the riotous appe- 
ties of men. But if piety be an eſſential part of mo- 
rality, how can the ſecular power take cognizance 
of the one, without interfering at all with the other? 


Every man who is ſo happy as to have free 
acceſs to the ſacred ſcriptures, has a right to ſearch 
them. It is his duty to endeavour to underſtand 
1 them in their true ſenſe, and regard them as the 

N only writings that can authorize the religious ſen- 
1 timents he imbibes, or the mode of worſhip he 
1 prefers. And when all the members of a com- 

| munity enjoy the free uſe of their reaſon in matters 

14 of religion; when they are left to purſue the dictates 
45 of their own conſciences, which are ſubject to God 
if only, and no particular mode of worſhip is eſta. 
1 bliſhed by law; where is the grievance if public 
16 worſhip is required in ſome mode or other, to pre- 
ſerve order, and prevent the infection of bad ex- 


amples?— | 
15 2 2 
th We cannot ſet too great a value on our civil 
' and religious liberties : But we can place ourſelves 
| in no point of view, in which we can have the 


| | leaſt colour of right to any kind of liberty that diſ- 
| turbs the peace of ſociety, or diſcharges us from 
i the ſervice of God. | 
1 Cons rAaN r experience ſhews the influence of 3 
1 example to be greater and more powerful, than 
g 
| 


that of precept. The guardians of the Common- FI 
| wealth 1; 
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Wealth, by copying the law of God in their lives, 
will be likely to influence the public manners in 
ſome proportion to the elevation of their rank 32 
dignity: Or ſhould the generation in whicl 
they ſhine as lights be faithleſs and perverſe, they 
ſhall not loſe their reward.“ By their righteouſneſs 
they ſhall deliver their own fouls.” 
Tu greateſt aſſemblage of civil virtues, will not 
always {creen a man in a public ſtation from cen- 
ſure. The venal, the licentious may reproach him: 
But having the verdict of conſcience in his favor, 
he has the approbation of his Maker, and the in- 
effable conſolation that his ! judgment is with the 
Lord, and his reward with his God,” “““! 
Ir is as true that ſociety cannot ſubſiſt without 
order and government, as that man was made for 
ſociety, and if thoſe who © rule oyer men muſt be 
juſt, ruling in the fear of God;“ then no perſon 
can plead an exemption from the duty of ſubmiſ- 
ſion to wiſe and juſt government. The ſame abſo- 
lute authority that requires fidelity in rulers, obliges 
the people to honor, ſupport, and obey them in all 
things lawful. This is to act on the principles of an 
equitable requital for neceſſary and uſeful ſervicæs, 
agreeable to an expreſs ordinance of the apoſtle 
Paul: „Render therefore to all their dues, tribute 
to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, 
fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor. 
 Taxss ſentiments may derive ſome ſupport by 
conſidering ſecondly, - „ in el 
THrz natural and moral tendency of a general 
ſubmiſſion or diſobedience to the divine government. 
Tux adoption of the Hebrew nation to become 
the- peculiar people of God, did not hinder them 
from abuſing their privileges by numberleſs fins and 


— 
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'rebellions ac painſt him. When he gave them his 
laws, it We ſu poſed that they might refuſe to 
'obey his voice. [or is he annexed promiſes to 
their obedience, and threatened to diſpoſſeſs them 
of the good land which he had given them, if they 
refuſed and rebelled. Every. engagement to reward 
them with proſperity if they © kept his ways,” 
Implied a threatning that he would * viſit their 
tranſpreſſions with a rod.“ In this light we are to 
conſider the animating motive to obedience in the 
text, © That ye may poſſeſs this good land, and 
Jeave it for an inheritance for POWs: children after 


you for ever.“ 


By many ſignal infiinces of Providence in our 
favor, the great Proprietor of all things hath en- 
'abled us to keep poſſeſſion gf the good land which 
he gave to öur fathers. (A country which well 
repays the toils of the huſbandman, and would do 
it in a more ample manner, were agriculture (the 
moſt uſeful eK ceſſary of all arts) better under- 
ſtood among us, JWe not only enjoy thoſe things 
which conſtitute fhe riches of a il but alſo thotc 
privileges, civil and religious, which are *the glory 
of all lands.“ What ſhould we not do that we may 
poſſeſs ourſelves, and tranſmit ſo rich an inheritance 
* poſterity ? 

Nux to ſelf-preſervation, the welfars of ſuc- 
cgeding generations will be uppermoſt in every 
mind, not debaſed by infidelity, or laid waſte by 
unbounded ambition and avarice. Can we view 
our cotemporaries, and look down into poſterity, 
without the tendereſt emotions of joy or grief, as 
we conceive good or evil to be coming on them ? 
Is it not from the religion and morals of our coun- 
try,. that we muſt take our proſpect of the happineſs 


or miſery of the preſent and future generations 7 
VIRTUE 


© L. 29 94 


Vik rug and vice are not more oppoſite in their 
, nature, than in their effects. If mendiſeaſed in mind, 
1 and vicious in practice, confouned them in ſpecula- 
tion; when they feel the different effects o them, 
they ſhew that they are not inſenſible of the reality 
of moral diſtinc tions, „ l hoon 
* Non is reigning vice leſs productive of infelicity 
to national communities, than to individuals. The 
former have as little reaſon as the latter, to expect 
proſperity in a courſe that naturally tends to ruin 
and miſery. What the prophet ſays of Iſrael has 
been often exemplified in the fate af other nations; 
„ thou haſt fallen by thine iniquity.” As the con- 
nection between living after the fleſh** and that 
55. death is the wages of ſin,” cannot be broken; 
ſo the general prevalancy of vice in a nation has 
never failed ſooner or later to involve it in national 
calamities and ruin. | | 


IT naturally tends to create difſentions, and 
diſband ſociety, It produces an oppoſition to the 
moſt appoſite 2 and beſt concerted meaſures 
to promote the common good. It diverts men 
from that ſeaſonable and regular attention to im- 
portant affairs, upon which the welfare of a people 
depends. It exhauſts their treaſures, and impo- 
veriſhes them; ruins their reputation, and brings 
them into contempt. It enervates their ſpirits, 
debilitates their underſtandings, infatuates their 
counſels, lulls them into ſecurity, and lays them 
open to innumerable calamities. 


* 
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IE kingdoms of Ifrael and Judah, are remark- 
able examples of ſin and judgment. If they gare j 
deemed an exception to the reſt of mankind, let | 
the point be decided by the fate of other nations. 
Have not their 'vices been their ruin ? Was not 
the declenſion of manners in the ſtates of Greece, 

; | attended 


* 
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Attended with that of empire and dominion ? By 
a gratifying a taſte for expenſive living, and other 
Arts of effeminacy and luxury, they loſt their free - 
dom. A Roman hiftorian dates the corruption 
F his country from the deſtruction of Carthage, 
and aſcribes the ruin of the Commonwealth to 
Grecian refinements, in voluptuous manners. — 


Aſia, conquered by: the arms of Rome, in its turn 
conquered Rome by its vices. This paſſage may 
ſupply the place of many. examples. If in every 
Inſtance: the decline of nations has not been in the 
ſame —— as they were remarkable for their 
vids 7: this has commonly been the caſe. Exceſs 
wickedneſs has uſually been attended with the 
1oſs- of liberty and territory, as its natural and 
Proper effects 10 
"Trex ſame thing has a moral tendency to produce 
the ſame unhappy events. Wher irreligion prevails 
in 2 land, and groſs immoralities abound ; they 
put a people out of favor with the great Sovereign 
of the world, break down the hedge of his protec- 
tion, and open a gap for all manner of evils to ruſh 
in upon them. According to the eſtabliſhed order 
of Providence, prevailing iniquity cauſes a ſepera- 
tion between Godand his people.” Ile turneth 
rivers into a wilderneſs, and the water ſprings into 71 
dry ground: A fruitful land into barrenneſs, for AF, 
the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein. If God 11 


1 | depart from us, our glory and defence will depart : 
11 \ And we can expect Bozz in none of our under- 
14 _ \ takings. It will bes“ in vain to riſe up early, to 
4. ſet up late, and eat the bread of carefulneſs. If 
10 the Lord be not our helper, the buſineſs and labor 
14 of the city and of the fiald, will periſh —— _ + 

| A NATION favored with goſpel privileges, cannot 


light and neglect their religious advantages, with- 
75 | out 


212 
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out endangering their civil liberties. If they have 
reaſon to tremble. for the ark of God, their 
temple of freedom totters to its very foundation. 
But when impiety and profaneneſs, luxury and 
extravagance, become national; it does not require 
an omnipotent arm to ſink ſuch a people. If left 
to themſelves, they will do the buſineſs effectually. 
The poiſon may be ſlow in its operation, but not 
the leſs fatal in the event. | 


O the contrary : ä — 
A pkactical acknowledgment of the divine autho- 
rity by rulers and people, has a natural and moral 
tendency to make a nation profperous and happy. 
Wx live under a civil conſtitution, formed with 
a particular view to ſupport the honor and power 
of government, and protect the rights of the people. 
But the wiſeſt rules are of no advantage to thoſe 
who do not obſerve them. The beſt civil inſtitu- 
tions will not promote the public happineſs, unleſs 
they are ſupported by able and upright magiſtrates ; 
and the people in general are diſpoſed to“ lea 
Rr and quiet lives in all godlineſs and 
oneſty.”” It is the character of a people that ren. 
ders them happy at home, reſpected abroad, and 
conſtitutes their ſtrength. heir beſt defence 
(under God) is the regularity and hardineſs of 
their. g fi 
4 Taz path of the juſt is ſafeſt and beſt for every 
man. No perſon in any other courſe can ſecure 
true ſelf· enjoyment: Nor in any other way advance 
the public happineſs, than by ſerving the will of 
God in his generation. If he be a magiltrate, he 
will maintain his juſt character, keep in view the 
ends of his inſtitution, and by putting falutary laws 
in execution, * be a terror to evil doers, and a 
en een LEAR praiſe 
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praiſe to them that do well.” If he be in a private 
ſtation, he will © ſtudy to be quiet, and do his own 
buſineſs.” Suppoſing this to be the real character 


of the community, all things will be in a regular 
train; exhibiting a hopeful proſpect of proſperity 
in times to come. For in the nature of things, 
probity and integrity create confidence. Induſtry 
and frugality, tend to opulence. And benevolence, 
truth and juſtice, promote peace, unity and good 
order. Py VVV 

.-, Hx that tilleth his land,“ ſaith Solomon, “ ſhall 
have plenty of bread.” It is not God's ordinary 
method to rain down bread for the food of men, 
as he did manna for Iſrael in the wilderneſs. He 
bleſſeth the labor of their hands, and maketh their 


fields yield their increaſe ; or the fields of others 


from whence they may be ſupplied. He enſures 
the advantages of commerce, and ſmiles upon the 
induſtrious endeavors of the citizen in the way of 
his calling, that he may have wherewith to procure 
the fruits of the earth. 2 
Har America! If its inhabitants, deteſting the 
degenerate manners of Sodom, and the vile lan- 
guage of Aſhdod, prove ſober, induſtrious, and 
<« temperate in all things.” Thrice happy, if they 
ſincerely love and venerate the civil and facred 
inſtitutions of their country. Then vice, the proli- 
ſick ſource of miſery, will be diſcountenanced and 
abhorred; the virtues of the mind preferred to the 
ornaments of the _ and our public and pri- 
vate intereſts have the glorious ſmiles of God 
upon them... | 


: 3 i Toa 11; fact 7 
Ir thoſe who govern are inſpired with integrity, 


wiſdom, courage, and vigilance for the. public 
ſafety; and the governed with worthy and good 


affections; we ſhall then unite in purſuing © the 
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things of our peace.” Society will be improved,our 
underſtandings enlarged, our morals refined, and 
the intereſts of time will not interfere with thoſe of 
eternity. Happy is that people that is in ſuch a caſe; 
happy is that people whoſe God is the Lord.“ 


Ca. we wiſh for greater encouragement to 
c keep and ſeek for all the commandments of the 
Lord our God: Since while we do thus, we may 
expect that the hand of our God will be upon 
us for good,“ and upon our poſterity ! At the 


ſame time, we ſhall take the right courſe to pre- 


pare ourſelves for going up into the houſe of our 
God, and to have our feet ſtand within the gates 
of Jeruſalem above; „ whither the tribes: go 
up, the tribes of the Lord, to give thanks unto 
the name of the Leid. „ 
Suck are the obſervations which this text of 
ſacred ſcripture has ſuggeſted. And by the blei- 
ling of God they may be of uſe ſeriouſly to re- 
mind this reſpectable audience, that pure and 
undefiled religion before God and the Father,“ is 


the firſt bond and tie to all duty, and the great 


means of national proſperity. It was this principle 
that influenced the conduct of our anceſtors,, and 
animated the expreflions of their concern for the 
wellfare of their country, and the flouriſhing cir- 


cumſtances of its civil and religious intereſts, in 


all generations: Induced by ſimilar ſentiments and 


1mpreflions, © the elders of the congregation of the 
Lord” are now aſſembled © to enquire in his 
temple ;” and with others,“ to ſeek of him a right 
way for ourſelves, for our children, and for all 
our ſubſtance.” — on | : 


_* A. TRIBUTE of unceaſing praiſe is due from us to 
the ſupreme Ruler of the univerſe, for that eſta- 


bliſhed form of government, which allows and en- 
| | courages 
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courages all ranks of men to purſue their religious 


intereſts. _ And while ſo many at the preſent day 
appear to have thrown off the divine government, 
Lord;“ the exemplary regard which the heads of 
our tribes continue to pay to divine inſtitutions, is 
a way of well-doing” that has a peculiar tendency 
to © put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh meg.“ 

Taz civil fathers of the country, and particularly 
of this Commonwealth, bein öneßee with the 
higheſt title that men can beſtow; a title that in- 
fers an obligation to do every thing which the 

ood of the State requires; can never be ſuppoſed 
to loſe ſight of the ſole end of their exaltation above 
the multitude of their brethren. Having intro- 
duced the important public concerns of the enſuing 
year, with the word of God and prayer,” 
you will bear it in. mind that your debates will 
be “ in the audience of our God ;*” your mo- 
tives of conduct open to his inſpection ; and that 
your duty, honor and intereſt, are all compriſed 
in the real conſcientious ſervice you render, or uſe 
your beſt endeavors to render, to the community. 


Taz character of David in his political capacity, 
is worthy of being emulated by all who are at the 
head of our affairs. He ruled juſtly, in exact con- 
formity to the divine will. Ax high degree of 
national proſperity and honor, being. the reſult of 
an adminiſtration founded on mild and equitable 
principles ; the people congratulated themſelves 


upon the multiplied favors ſhewn them on the part 


of Heaven. We read that they were “ joyful and 
glad of heart, for all the goodneſs that the Lord 
had done for David his fervant, and for Hrael his 
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Tux gentleman who without: intermiſſion ſince 
the commencement of the conſtitution, has been 
ſeated in the ſecond chair of magiſtracy and govern- 
ment, has obtained in his re- election a renewed 
and ſure token of reſpect, and a ſubſtantial proof 
that his paſt ſervices have been well received. 


WIEN the privileges of election are extenſive, 
and the body of the electors properly jealous of 
their liberties; the leſs rotation in office, the 
ſtronger the proof, that ſuch a people enjoy one 
of the greateſt of all temporal bleſſings, an incor- 


WMW doubt not the honorable Senate will con- 
tinue to deſerve that great ſhare of public confi- 
dence and reſpect, ſo juſtly due to ſo important a 
branch of our civil conſtitution. + W 
THE honorable Houſe of Repreſentatives, hy 
making probity and equity the ſtandard of their 
proceedings, will, we truſt, juſtify the public 
wiſdom in aſſigning them a ſtation of ſo great 
moment, to the honor, ſafety and welfare of their 
country; and uniting with the other Branch of the 
Legiſlature in the elections of the day, will ſtrictly 
regard that ancient rule; “ Take wiſe men, and 


underſtanding, and known among your tribes, — 


men of real worth, capacity and integrity men 
who reverence the awful government of God, and 
5 ſet no wicked thing before their eyes. Other 
principles or qualities are often productive of good 
to the community ; but are too weak to bind men 
to ſtrit duty at all hazards. Conſcience bears 


witneſs to a man's fidelity and uprightneſs of in- 


tentions ; and will hold him faſt, when all other 

obligations are diſregarded. - 
Ovs dependence under God (honored fathers) 

is upon © your keeping and ſeeking for all his com- 


mandments, 
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"mandments;” 'which are pure, enlightening he 
eyes,“ and of univerſal utility, for © in keep ping of 
them there is great reward.” Tou have it in t 


power of your hands to do worthy deeds?” — 


the honor of God and the general . of the 
community. 5 e 


Tux improvement of agriculture, ws preſent 


Nate of the militia, of commerce, and manufactures, 
_ deſerve your ſerious attention. We have a hope- 
ful proſpect that we ſhall not feel'the rod of tyranny 

and arbitrary power. How greatly would it relieve 


our apprehenſions, and refreſh our ſpirits, were 


thoſe things that have a —_— influence on 
ſociety, ſuppreſſed; a ſpirit o 
and frugality, invigorated; ; à regard for the Lord's 


induſtry, ſobriety 


day, revived; and a taſte for religious and moral 


| pleaſures, more generally cultivated. 


To you, gentlemen, the guardians of our liberties 


and laws, have we in a great meaſure confided our 
national liberty, honor and independence ; even 
all that is, or ought to be dear to us. The Lord 
will be with vou while you are with him.“ 55 He 
is with you in the judgment.“ And though you 
now ſuſtain the character of * God's,””, you are 
admoniſhed by the * fall“ of others“ ately your 


aſſociates in honor and power) that you mult “ die 
like men.” A tribunal awaits you, before which 


no titles cf honor; but that of ' Chriſtian ; no 
mark of diſtinction but that of moral goodneſs and 


worth, will avail any thing. God grant that in 


' your political, and every other capacity, IR may 
2 re receive ew wry 11 2 Wy 485 


* Hon. JEREMIAH Powsuky Ev; Preſident « of the Council, 

yy in the moſk pcrilous ſtages of the war; and 2 member of 

« the Council after the commencement of the „ 
Hon. Josian Sroxk, of the. Senate. | | 
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Ox all people we ſhall be the moſt inexcuſable, 


if we are not “ obedient to the voice of the Lord 


our God, whoſe goodneſs has been ſo ſignally mani- 
feſted in the diſpenſations of temporal and ſpiritual 


bleſſings. When we conſider “ how great things 
he hath done for us,” ſhould not our hearts glow 
with gratitude, and our obedient lives proclaim his 
praiſe ? Should not all the powers of the creation 
conſpire to exalt his name ? His authority binds 
all ranks of men to ſtrict duty, to keep and ſeek 
for all his commandments.” He requires rulers 
in purſuing the ends of their inſtitution, ** to ſerve 
him with a perfect heart, and with a willing mind,“ 


and that all others ſhould do all they can to 


ſtrengthen their hands, hy aſliſting in the execution 


of os laws, promoting peace and .good order, 
an 


chearfully contributing to the ſupport of 
government. | 8 e 

Wenk the preſent prevailing follies and vices, 

exchanged for their oppoſite virtues, ſuch an al- 


teration of habits and moral qualities, would in many 
inſtances leſſen the burden of taxes; which we may 


reaſonably ſuppoſe, are now as light as poſſible, 


ſince thoſe who impoſe them are equally bound to 


obſerve the laws, and pay their proportion of the 
public expence. | CL Tee 3 B79 


* 


War a pleaſing ſight would it be to ſee all 
ranks and profeſſions contributing by their prayers 
and endeavors to the ſafety and proſperity of our 
country. Then might we hope that the © Lord 
our God would care for our land, and we ſhould 
ſee the good of his choſen.” Ir „we keep his cove- 
nant, and remember his commandments to do 
them; the wilderneſs ſhall bloſſom as the roſe, and 


it ſhall be well with us, and our children after us.“ 


MT Bur 
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Bor let us not forget what we are, creatures 
made for another ſtate of exiſtence. Delightſome 
as our native ſoil may be; it is not our reſt. — 
In this life, we have no permanent city. Our 
fathers where are they? We alſo are “ ſtrangers 


and ſojourners on the earth :?* Therefore we © look 


to another, a better country, that is, an heavenly.” 
If we are the true ſubjects of a kingdom which is 
not of this world, we ſhall through the voyage of 


life, be fed with the bread which came down 


from Heaven.“ We ſhall © have right to the tree 

of life:“ And the Lord our God will give us to 
rejoice in the view of our intereſt in the *unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt, the bleſſings of the perpetual _ 


hills, and of the everlaſting mountains.“ 


Mav 5 God who has been our dwelling- 
place in all generations, rejoice over us to do us 
good.“ 5 055 

Happy for us, if with ſeriouſneſs and aſſiduity 
we practically regard that advice and caution, which 


the Hebrew law-giver in the laſt year of his life, 


gave to the people committed to his care, for 
whom he had a ſincere affection. When thou 
haſt eaten and art full, then thou ſhalt bleſs the 
Lord thy God, for the good land which he hath 

iven thee. Beware, that thou forget not the Lord 
thy God, in _— his commandments, his 
judgments, and his ſtatutes.” „ 
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